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Clowns on stilts at the Nationals Opener. 


Hurler Geo. W. Bush 
Starts Nats Season 

The first pitch of the season at the new 
Nationals Ballpark was delivered by Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush. 

Tied in the 9 th inning the Mar. 30 
evening game against the Atlanta Braves 
was climaxed by the bottom-of-the-ninth 
home run by the teams “Franchise Play¬ 
er,” Ryan Zimmerman. 


Easter Finery 



Two boys, in shirts, ties and jackets for Easter, 
show off the baskets of eggs collected in an Eas¬ 
ter Egg Hunt. 


Waterside Mall is a Hole in the Ground — Again 



After demolition of the old Waterside 
Mall, excavation has started for con¬ 
structing the foundations and under¬ 
ground parking for the new office build¬ 
ings of WATERFRONT, as it is being 
called. Many residents of Near South¬ 
west will remember 40 plus years ago 
when construction first started. 

Developers Forest City Washington 
have given us the following answers to 
questions about how things are going: 

“Thanks for the inquiry. Here are 
answers to your questions: 

1. Are they driving piles for the foun¬ 
dation? Yes. 

2. Will that noise continue long? We 

anticipate the pile driving activity 
will be completed in May. 

3. Is this the beginning of the parking 
garage? Yes it is. 

4. Does one building go up before 
the second or both together? Both 
buildings, which will be located on 
either side of 4th St. SW, are being 
constructed concurrently. However, 
one building will deliver about a 


month later than the other in late 
2009/early 2010. 

5. Whats the timing of 4th St? The 

opening of 4th St. SW will coincide 
with the delivery of the two office 
buildings. 

6. Of demolition of the park on I 


St. SW? The park demolition is a 
part of the 4th St. project. Waterfront 
Associates will demolish the park on 
behalf of the District according to 
their schedule. 

7. Will there be briefings of the ANC? 

At this point, there are no scheduled 
update briefings with ANC 6-D. 

8. Do you have a webcam? Yes, here 
is a link to it— http://oxblue.com/ 
pro/open/?webPath=clark/waterfront 

9. Does a website tell any of this? A 
more comprehensive website for this 
project is currently under construc¬ 
tion and expected to be live by this 
summer. The project’s existing web¬ 
site is www.waterfrontdc.com. 

(Here is how the construction site 
looked on the web-cam in mid-April, 
2008. - Copyrighted 2008 by OxBlue, 
Inc., used by permission). 

And how it will look a few years from 
now. 



Nationals Stadium Events 

- Alert - 


Here are the announced “Nationals 
Stadium Events” for the next few weeks. 
New parking and traffic restrictions - and 
increased enforcement personnel - go 
into effect before, during games, and after 
these games. 

Tall meters say ballgame rates and rules 
start one hour before game time and half 
hour “AFTER AN EVENT” [I suppose 
you have to guess when the game is over. 
I think usually three hours]. 

Center Field gate opens two and a half 
hours before game time. All other gates 
open one and a half hours before game 
starts. 


Playing starts at these times: 

Wed. Apr. 23, 7:10 evening 
Thu. Apr. 24, 7:10 evening 
Fri. Apr. 25, 7:35 evening 
Sat. Apr. 26, 7:10 evening 
Sun. Apr 27, 1:35 afternoon 
Tues. Apr. 29, 7:10 evening 
Wed Apr 30 4:35 afternoon 
Thurs. May 1, 7:10 evening 
Fri., May 2, 7:35 evening 
Sat. May 3, 1:05 afternoon 
Sun. May 4, 1:35 afternoon 
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Inside: 


SW Community Calendar.p. 2 

Arena Stage 2008-9 Season....p. 2 

SEU Open House Apr. 26.p. 3 

SEU International Festival.p. 3 

Mary Early, Artist.p. 5 

SW College Grants.p. 6 

Coast Trail to River-walk.p. 6 

Fireworks Prelude.p. 7 

News of Ballpark Parking.p. 8 

Youth news.p. 9 

Computer Class Graduation.p. 9 

Cherry Tree Planting.p. 10 

Walter Brooks Honored.p. 10 

D.C. Flood Zones.p. 11 































































Page 2 


The Southwester 


May 2008 



Friendship Baptist Events 

SUNDAY May 25 Male Chorus of 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, Alexan¬ 
dria, VA in Concert, Friendship Baptist 
Church, 900 Delaware Ave. SW, 3:00 pm 
(Tribe of Judah). 

SATURDAY June 21 Fishing Trip to 
Virginia Beach sponsored by the Tribe of 
Judah, Friendship Baptist Church. For 
more info call 301-270-1594 or 240- 
441-0629. 



WASHINGTON CABLE 

Serving JP,C a 

Residential Service Ls available at: 

Capitol Park The Pennsylvania 

CarroHsluirs River Park 

The Commons Aprs, Town Square Towers 
The Lanshurgh The Watergate 

Marian VVfir WatersideToMvrs 

No unsightly wiring in your apartmenL 

We use the existing wiring in your waits* 

The best of cable TV ul u reasonable price. 

Call 646-1600 to order 

** Mention this ad, SWR-07 
for a special discount ** 
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Mail to: thesouthwester@yahoo.com 
Circulation — 12,000 

P. O. Box 70131, Washington D C 20024 
202/554-8560 

Email story material and ads to: 
thesouthwester@yahoo. com 

Southwester Staff 

Dale Maclver, Editor 

Lida Churchville, Thelma Jones, Ron McBee, 
Barbara Murray, Olga Woltman 
and Tanetta Isler, Reporters 
Herbert Holmes, Production Assistant 
Electronic Ink, Service Bureau 
Silver Communications, Printer 

Deadline for next edition, ads or text: 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008. 

Display Advertising Rates 

(New rates effective with May 2007 issue) 
The Southwester carries four columns, each 2 Vi" 
wide. Each page has a printed area of 10 x 1334". 

Black and White 


Sixteenth page (2Vi x 3 7/16") 

$ 50 

Eighth page (2 Vi x 6 7/8") 

$ 90 

Quarter page (5 x 6 7/8") 

$170 

Half page (10 x 6 7/8") 

$300 

Full page (10 x 13%") 

$550 

The Southwester has no classified ads. 

Color 


In addition to the prices listed above, full process 


color ads pay an additional $100 for a half page 
or smaller and $200 additional for a full page. 

Ad Deadline: Wednesday, May 7, 2008 


DMV Closed 
May 24, 26 

All Dept, of Motor Vehicle facilities 
will be closed Memorial Day weekend — 
Sat. May 24 and Mon. May 26. The clos¬ 
ings information on their website dmv. 
washingtondc.gov states: “The District 
government observes 11 legal holidays. 
On these holidays, District government 
offices are closed and services are usually 
suspended for the day. By law, when a 
public holiday falls on Saturday, the holi¬ 
day is observed by the government on the 
Friday before. When a public holiday falls 
on a Sunday, the holiday is observed on 
the following Monday.” 

“**Please Note: When a Holiday is 
observed on a Monday, ALL DMV Service 
Centers, Adjudication Services and the 
Inspection Station will be closed on that 
Monday and the preceding Saturday”. 


Neo Morake, Student 
Pres . at Grinnell 

Southwest student Neo Morake has 
been elected by the student body of Grin¬ 
nell College, a private, liberal arts college 
in Iowa, as the 2008-09 student govern¬ 
ment president. She is a Political Science 
major about to enter her senior year. She 
has been a student staff member in a 
dormitory, a dining hall worker, softball 
manager and Grinnell Posse intern. 

Neo graduated from Amidon Elemen¬ 
tary, Jefferson Junior High, and the Ban- 
neker Academic High School. She is an 
active member of SW s Saint Matthews 
Lutheran Church. Neo was one of ten 
Washington, DC, area high school stu¬ 
dents awarded merit scholarships from 
the Posse Foundation. She is the daugh¬ 
ter of Shirley Morake Murphy and Tony 
Murphy who now reside in Houston 
Texas. 

(Posse is a nationwide program that 
selects and trains 10-member teams of 
inner city high school students who then 
support each other as a “Posse” as they 
attend Grinnell or one of a half dozen 
other liberal arts college on four year 
scholarships). 


Southwest Community Calendar 
April 19 - May 31, 2008 


SAT. APR. 19 Council Member Tommy 
Wells SW walkthrough for safety. Water¬ 
front Metro 401 M St. SW, all are wel¬ 
come to join 2pm. 

THURS. APR. 24 NARFE, SW Branch 
Library, Wesley PI & K St. SW, 12:30 
pm. 

SAT. APR. 26 Southeastern University 
Open House, 6 th and I (Eye) St. SW, 9:30 
am-11:30 am. 

SAT. APR. 26 Hazardous Waste dis¬ 
posal, Carter Barron, 16 th & Kennedy 
NW, 9 am-3pm. 

SAT. APR. 26 Free Walking Tours: 
“Southwest Waterfront” 401 M SW to 
Maine Ave. Seafood - 10 am-ll:30 am; 
“Capitol Riverfront” NJ & M SE around 
and return same place, 10:30 am - noon; 
Washington Waterfront, 401 M SW 
Waterfront Metro to P & Water St. - end 
at Seventh St. & Maine Ave.SW, 2:30 pm 
to 4:30 pm. 

MON. APR. 28 Southwest Neighbor¬ 
hood Assembly (SWNA) monthly public 
meeting, St. Augustine’s Church, 6 th & 
Maine Ave. SW, 7:30 pm. 

TUES. MAY 6 Police Citizens Advisory 
Council (CAC) for Police First District, 
415 4th St. SW (?), 7 pm. 

WED. MAY 7 Public meeting on new 
parking rules, DDOT and Council Mem¬ 
ber Tommy Wells, Capitol Hill United 
Methodist Church, 5th & Pennsylvania 
Ave. SE, 7pm to 8:30 pm 

THURS. MAY 8 Council Member 
Tommy Wells “office hours,” Channel 
Inn, 7 th & Water St. SW, 8 am- 9:30 am. 

MON. MAY 12 SW-SE Advisory Neigh¬ 
borhood Commission (ANC6D) meeting 
open to the public, St. Augustine’s Episco¬ 
pal Church, 6 th & Maine Ave. SW, 7 pm. 

SAT. MAY 17 Third Sat. Community 
Breakfast, $5, Christ United Methodist 


Church, entrance off Wesley Place across 
from SW Branch Library at K St. SW, 9 
am-11 am. 

SAT. MAY 17 Southeastern University 
International Festival, playground between 
SEU and Amidon ES near 6 th St. SW on I 
(Eye) St. SW, 12 noon to 3 pm. 

WED. MAY 21 AARP, River Park Com¬ 
mons Room, 1311 Delaware Ave. SW, 12 
noon lunch. 

THURS. MAY 22 NARFE, SW Branch 
Library, Wesley PI & K SW, 12:30 pm. 

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY 

KOMEN TOASTMASTERS - First & 
Third Sat., S.W. Library, 10 am. 

FIL-AM TOASTMASTERS - Second & 
Fourth Wed., S.W Library, 6:15 pm. 

SCHOOL ST. TOASTMASTERS - Every 
Tues., 400 Virginia Ave. S.W, Room 488 - 
noon. 

WASHINGTON STAMP COLLECTORS 

Club - First & Third Wed., Christ United 
Methodist Church, 300 block of I (Eye) St. 
S.W., 7 pm 202-291-6229. 

S.W. KIWANIS - First & Third Mon., 
Christ United Methodist Church, 4th & 
I St. S.W., 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 

NEW SOUTHWEST TOASTMASTERS - 

Every Wed. GSA Bldg - 7th & D St. S.W., 
Room 5009 (inside cafeteria), noon. 

LABYRINTH WALK - First & Third Wed., 
Westminster Church, 4th & I St., SW, 
8-9:30 pm preceded by Yoga Nidra at 7:00 
pm. on the first Wed. & Tai Chai at 7 pm 
on second, third & fourth Wed. 

WEDNESDAYS AT 3 pm- Practice 
GED test - free - takes 4-1/2 hrs; walk 
in at SW Library, between 3 rd & 4 th St., 
between I (Eye) and K SW, second floor; 
picture ID required. 727-6976 or 727- 
1616 (M, T, Th, F). 


Please submit calendar items for March events to voice mail - 202-554-8560 or by email 
to thesouthwester@yahoo.com or by US mail to PO Box 70131 by Wednesday, May 7. 


Arena Stage 2008-9 List 


STADIUM EVENTS 

From p. 1 

Fri. May 9, 7:35 evening 
Sat. May 10, 7:10 evening 
Sun May 11, 1:35 afternoon 
Mon. May 19, 7:10 evening 
Tues. May 20, 7:10 evening 
Wed. May 21, 7:10 evening 
Fri. May 23, 7:35 evening 
Sat. May 24, 7:10 evening 
Sun. May 25 1:35 afternoon 
Mon May 26 1:35 afternoon 
Sat. May 31 school game . [This is 
considered a “stadium event y ” trigger¬ 
ing all special rules for parking and 
traffic]. 


Arena Stage will perform 
ten plays in the 2008-9 season 
instead of the usual eight. 

Four will be at the Lincoln 
Theatre at 1215 U St. NW. 

Listed are: 

Resurrection by Daniel 

Beaty, Aug. 29 - Oct. 5 in Crystal 
City 

Wishful Thinking by Carrie Fisher, Sep. 
5 - 28 at the Lincoln Theatre 

Citizen Josh by Josh Kornbluh, Oct. 8 
through 28, 2008 at Crystal City 

Next to Normal, a musical, Nov. 21 to 
Jan. 18 at Crystal City. 

I Love a Piano by Irving Berlin, a musical 


Jan 30-Feb. 15 at Lincoln 

A Delicate Balance by 

Edward Albee, Feb. 5-Mar. 
15 at Crystal City 

Crowns by Regina Taylor, a 
musical, Mar. 27-Apr. 26 at 
Lincoln Theatre 

A Long and Winding Road by Maureen 
McGovern, Mar. 31-Apr. 12, 2009, 
at Crystal City 

Legacy of Light by Kare Zacarias, May 
8-June 14, 2009, at Crystal City 

Sweet Bird of Youth by Tennessee Wil¬ 
liams, May 28-June 27, 2009 at 
Lincoln Theatre 
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SEU Open House Apr. 26 


(excerpts from a release) 

A Community Open House on Sat., 
April 26 from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., 
will put on display new renovations at 
Southeastern University, resulting in four 
of the largest second floor classrooms and 
three break-out spaces throughout 5,300 
square-feet. The renovations incorporate 
modern, leading-edge design elements as 
the standard for best-practices in the edu¬ 
cational community. Classes commenced 
in the new rooms at the beginning of the 
spring quadmester on March 24. 

“Southeastern is committed to pre¬ 
paring our students in the best pos¬ 
sible environment for learning,” said SEU 
President Dr. Charlene Drew Jarvis. “Our 
technologically-advanced wing has been 
designed to respond to the way stu¬ 
dents learn and change the way professors 
teach.” 

The classrooms feature interactive 
Smartboard™ technology. The touch- 
sensitive whiteboard allows control of 
computer applications from the display, 
writing notes in digital ink, and saving 
work to share later. 

Enrolling more than 800 students— 
primarily from throughout the great¬ 
er District of Columbia area, but also 
representing more than 45 countries— 
Southeastern University is located in the 


dynamic Southwest quadrant of DC at the 
corner of 6th and I Streets with an addi¬ 
tional location for its Center for Allied 
Health Education at Greater Southeast 
Community Hospital in Southeast DC. 


SEU Center for 
Entrepreneurship Calendar 

Nonprofit Budgeting 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 from 
6:00pm-8:30pm 
Cost: FREE 

Location: Southeastern University, 
501 I Street, SWWDC 

Nonprofit Strategic Planning 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 from 
6:00pm-8:30pm 

Cost: FREE 

Location: Southeastern University, 
501 I Street, SWWDC 

The Center for Entrepreneurship 
offers a distinctive business training 
experience for current and aspiring 
business owners interested in build¬ 
ing the capacity and revenue of their 
businesses. For more information 
about the CfE, please call us at (202) 
478-8231. Register online at www. 
southeastern.edu or email us at entre- 
preneur@seu.edu 


SEU Fair May 17 

Southeastern University’s annual Internation¬ 
al Fair is scheduled for Saturday, May 17 from 
12 noon until 3:00 p.m. The event will feature 
international food, music, dancing, a moon 
bounce, face painting, Mrs. Shakespeare Story 
Time, coloring pictures table, snow cones and 
popcorn. There will be interactive activities for 
all ages, and a fashion show with costumes from 
countries representing the international student 
population. 

Its open to the public at no charge, but dona¬ 
tions will be accepted to benefit the Southeast¬ 
ern University Student Book Fund. 

The International Fair will be at the play¬ 
ground area between Southeastern and Amidon 
Elementary School at I St. and 6th St., SW. If it 
rains, all will be moved indoors. 

Please contact Berti Bryant at 202-478-8268, 
or bbryant@seu.edu for more information or to 
participate in the fashion show. 


Scenes from past 
SEU Interna¬ 
tional Festivals. 
Photos by Yvonne 
Hudson 




Grace E., L.L.C. 

A Neighborhood Home Improvement Contractor 

Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling, Flooring, Drywall, Interior and Exterior 
Paint, Gutters Cleaned and Repaired, Power Washing, General Repairs. 
Free Estimates. All work guaranteed. Senior Citizen discount available. 

No job too small! 202-554-5117; Cell 202-997-5832 


SAINI AIR-CONDITIONING, INC. 

Heating - Air-Conditioning - Refrigeration 
Sales - Repairs - Installation 

Since 1976 Licensed - Insured - Bonded - www.sainiac.com 

Serving Entire Metropolitan Area Over 30 Years Experience 

202-554-5528 / cell 202-270-5528 


Digital Camera Prints j 


PHOTOS PLUS 



Present this ad for 25 * Prints 


'dforl 

oprii 


Peal 4 ”x S prints 

400 C. St. S.W 
(202) 554-4162 

* minimum. 10 prints per order 

fus tax, offer expires 5151/OS; limit 1 coupon per customer 


Fujicohr Crystalf\ rchive 

FUJ1F1LM 

DIGITAL 
CAMERA 
DEVELOPING 

Print Your Digital Camera Photos 


Southeastern ‘University 

Washington, DC 



Your Neighborhood Resource for Education & Events 


Providing educational options and events year-round for your convenience and 
enjoyment, Southeastern University offers continuing education, professional 
certificates, and graduate and undergraduate degrees. 

Events open to the community at the corner of 6th and I Streets! 




Sat., Apr 26 



Sat., May 3 


Wednesdays 


Welcome to Southeastern 


COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE in our renovated classroom wing! 

Classes have begun in our state-of-the-art classrooms! Join President 
Charlene Drew Jarvis and other faculty and staff over morning coffee 
at this informal and informative event. 

Open to the public. 

9:30-11:30 am. Dr. Jarvis’ remarks at 10 am 

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

Music, costumes, dancing, food, and fun for all ages! Southeastern’s 
annual gift to the community, a celebration of global heritage and 
diversity. Face painting, treats, moon bounce, story time and more 
for kids! Donations benefit our Student Book Fund. 

Amidon School playground, beside the University on I St., 12-3 pm. 

ACADEMIC OPEN HOUSE Summer Classes begin June 23 

Learn about courses, degrees, certificates, and more! Meet faculty 
and staff! 10 am - 2 pm 

ACADEMIC INFORMATION SESSIONS 

Get details about your areas of interest. Weekly, 5-6 p.m. 


Personal. Practical. Professional. 

202.478.8200 Marketing@seu.edu www.Southeastern.edu 
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MARy KAY" 

you Call 

please 

everyone 

You'll be pleased to know 
Mary Kay offers products 
everyone will love. From the latest 
looks to advanced skin care. 
Ask me about our exciting 

product line today! 


Thelma Jones 

Independent Beauty 
Consultant 

202-488-3746 

TJonesl 5@marykay.com 
www.marykay.com/tjonesl 5 



911 11th Street, SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
202.543.5172 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8-7 
Saturday 8-6 Sunday 9-5 


com 



THEAMERICAN 

EVOLUTION 

A HISTORY THROUGH ART 
March l-July 27, 2008 

MasterCard Sotheby's MasterCard" 

The American Evolution is sponsored by MasterCard and the Sotheby’s MasterCard. 

Additional support is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Hiram Powers, America (detail), modeled 1850-1854; carved after 1854, marble, Gift of Mr. Henry de C. May 48.18 
Gene Davis, Black Popcorn (detail), 1965, oil on canvas, Purchase and Exchange 67.7 © Estate of Gene Davis 

500 Seventeenth Street nw, Washington, dc 20006 A IV T 

www.corcoran.org, ( 202 ) 639-1700 XvY^/ 

GALLERY OF ART • COLLEGE o/ART+DESIGN 


Former SW Activist at Freedom House 


By Thelma Jones 

Lavern Jackson Chatman, former 
SW resident and SWNA Board mem¬ 
ber, invites the community to visit the 
newly-open Freedom House Museum at 
1315 Duke Street in Alexandria, VA. 
The Duke Street building was once the 
largest domestic slave-trading operation 
in America. Freedom House is now the 
headquarters of the Northern Virginia 
Urban League (NOVAUL), which organi¬ 
zation is now headed by Jackson, as CEO 
and President since 2004. 

A tour of the museum will enable visi¬ 
tors to learn about the challenges of past 
human suffering, contributions of slaves 


to the American society and the ongo¬ 
ing struggle being waged by the Urban 
Leagues outreach efforts. Visitors will 
also see artifacts from the past such as an 
actual cotton boll which reminds us when 
cotton was “king,” hear slave narrative 
readings, see text etched on the wall about 
the sale of individual slaves, and watch 
a motion-activated film with costumed 
students from a local university enacting 
slave life in Alexandria. 

The museum is free and open to the 
public. For hours of operation, please call 
(703) 836-2858, email tours@freedom- 
housemuseum.org or visit www.freedom- 
housemuseum.org. 


Metro Entrance at 7“ & D SW 



For those of you who are wonder- explained that after the construction the 
ing, Mr. Carlson of Kramer Consulting escalator for the Metro at the Nassif 

Building (Constitution 
Center) will remain 
accessible from D St. 
between 6th and 7th 
St. He supplied these 
photos. According to 
a Metro Official, this 
entrance will open in 
July, 2008 


Washington’s Premier Waterfront Restaurant & Lounge 


m 



Restaurant and Lounge 

Tuesday-Sunday, 5pm-10pm Dinner 
Sunday Brunch, 1 tam-3pm 

Planning a Wedding, Corporate Meeting or Event, 
Group Tour and more, H20 Restaurant and Lounge is 
available year round for party sizes of 20 - 2000. 
Call us to book your event. 

800 Water Street Southwest Waterfront 
202.484.6300 
www. h 2odc. com 

Happy Hour Sunday - Thursday 3:30 - 7:00pm 
Featuring $2.95 app&ifzors" 
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“Mary Early: New Sculpture, Gallery 101, Georgetown University, 2008 


Mary Early, SW Artist 


By Thelma Jones 

Even as the last buildings of old 
Southwest Waterside Mall come tum¬ 
bling down, we can still boast about 
some of Washingtons best-kept secrets. 
Mary Early, 32, a sculptor on the rise, is 
one of our community secrets. A 1997 
graduate of Bennington College with a 
BA in Visual Arts, Early creates large- 
scale complex sculptures and instal¬ 
lations. She works in various media, 
such as wood, wax and beeswax and 
also creates drawings, including pencil 
and ink on paper. She began exhibiting 
and selling her works around 1998 and 
admits: “I don’t make much money on 
selling sculpture!” Instead her income 
comes from grants and honorarium. 

Earlys recent work has concentrated 
on a select few forms in which she 
repeats carefully chosen shapes to cre¬ 
ate larger objects. She states: “This has 
taken on variations, from a hoop shape 
that almost resembles a skirt to a dense 
circular ring that rests on the floor to 
an arch that begins at floor level and 
rises up to barely meet the wall.” Her 
sculptures can incorporate a few dozen 
to over a thousand components, each 
component made up of its own mul¬ 
tiple parts. Simply magnificent! 

Earlys influences include sculp¬ 
tors such as Martin Puryear, Rachel 
Whiteread, and Wolfgang Laib, whose 
sculptures can be seen at the Hirshhorn 
Museum and Sculpture Garden and 
the National Gallery of Art. 

In 2007, Early was a finalist for the 


Bethesda Trawick Prize and received an 
Artist Fellowship from the DC Com¬ 
mission on the Arts and Humanities. 
She is a member of the board of Wash¬ 
ington Sculptors Group, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to supporting 
programs for artists. 

Earlys success has earned her recog¬ 
nition in more than 15 publications. 
Her works have been cited in The 
Washington Post, The Washington City 
Paper, The Examiner, Sculpture Maga¬ 
zine, and ArtPapers , as well as WETAs 
Around Town. She has participated 
in over 25 exhibitions, from Vermont 
to the Washington area, including the 
Carroll Square Gallery, Warehouse 
Gallery, Ann Loeb Bronfman Gallery, 
ArtDC, and in art galleries at the Uni¬ 
versity of Maryland and Georgetown 
University. Today, Earlys sculptures 
can be seen in the art collections of 
the US Department of State (Embassy 
of Panama), Dickstein, Shapiro LLP 
(Washington, DC), and Hotel Palomar 
(Arlington, VA). 

Early is represented by Hemphill 
Fine Arts and works out of a studio 
located in a turn-of-the century car¬ 
riage house on Capitol Hill. To learn 
more about her work, visit www.mar- 
yearly.com or www.hernphillfinearts. 
com. Being a Southwest best-kept 
secret is just one of Earlys many dis¬ 
tinctions — she is also the daughter of 
Jim and Carole Early, long-time South¬ 
west residents (Carole is the co-editor 
of The Southwester). 


City Year at Amidon ES 

By Carole Early 

In March, 2008, City Year Washing¬ 
ton, DC, held a spring vacation camp at 
Amidon and two other public schools, as 
it has for the past eight years to provide 
a fun, safe, and enriching environment 
for children to spend their spring vaca¬ 
tion. Parents are only charged $20 for the 
entire week of camp, including breakfast 


and lunch, and the camp helps fill a criti¬ 
cal void for many parents who don’t have 
childcare during their children’s week off. 

This year the theme was “Festivals 
Around the World.” Campers learned 
about a festival from a different coun¬ 
try each day, including Hanami (Japan 
), Day of the Dead (Mexico ), Incwala 
(Swaziland), Diwali (India), and Carnival 
(Brazil). These themes were explored 
through creative hands-on activities, edu¬ 
cation, arts and crafts, and recreation. 


Universal Pictures Filming 
in Southwest 



A food cart at Harbour Squares 560 Building. 


By Cary Kamarat 

At the beginning 
of April, residents of 
Harbour Square and 
Tiber Island witnessed 
a two-day build-up of 
film crews along with 
a variety of rolling and 
towering equipment 
in their backyards. 

Filming for Univer¬ 
sal Pictures, Working 
Title Films wound up 
four weeks of location 
shooting for State of Play , a political 
thriller starring Ben Affleck and Russell 
Crowe. The film is based on the original 
mini-series of the same title, aired on 
BBC One in 2003 and BBC America the 
following year. 

Vans, food carts, and bustling crews 
centered around Harbour Square’s 560 
Building. The co-op complex doubles as 
the home of Congressman Stephen Col¬ 
lins, played by Ben Affleck, who has presi¬ 
dential ambitions and whose mistress is 
found (you guessed it) ‘dead in suspicious 
circumstances’. Russell Crowe’s character, 
Cal McCaffrey, is a street-wise reporter in 
search of the truth who lives in Mount 
Pleasant, one of several other local areas 
depicted. 


About a third of the movie was shot 
in the District, including the U Street 
Corridor and Ben’s Chili Bowl (where res¬ 
taurant workers were used as extras), sev¬ 
eral spots on Capitol Hill, and the Maine 
Avenue Fish Market. But the modified 
exterior of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development has been used 
as a hospital entrance; and there are out¬ 
door scenes set on Mount Pleasant Street 
that were filmed at a Los Angeles studio. 
Metro shots were actually done at the 
Rosslyn station, across the river in Virgin¬ 
ia, for visual reasons. It was the only one 
in the system to have an escalator leading 
to trains passing on upper and lower levels 
at the same time. 

State of Play is scheduled for release in 
April, 2009. 



SOCIAL WORK POSITIONS 

Must have MSW & DC SW License 

$48,623-$79,959 Several vacancies Open until filled 

Student Loan Repayment/Bilingual 
Bonuses/Incentives/Flexible work hours/401 (a) and more 

DC Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) provides 
child protection, supportive services, foster care, and 
adoption to promote the safety, permanence, and well¬ 
being of children and families in the District of Columbia, 

EE0, Drug Free, M/F/V/D 

Visit www.cfsa.dc.gov 

For full vacancy announcement 

or call (202) 724-7373 for more information 
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River Park Friends of 
SW Helps SW/SE 


By Thelma Jones 

At its recent annual meeting, River 
Park Friends of Southwest learned it has 
made grants totaling about $55,000 over 
the past nine years or an average of about 
$6000 annually since its inception and 
continues to grow. This reflects the orga¬ 
nizations viability which has grown from 
1999 when it awarded only about $2500 
and in 2006, awarded over $8000. “We 
hope to increase the amount of awards 
each year that we can make; our applicants 
are coming in with larger requests, and we 
have new inquires for awards,” said Presi¬ 
dent Farlee. Spending 10% for adminis¬ 
trative costs, RPF of Southwest is com¬ 
mitted to keeping its cost at a minimum 
while focusing on funding programs. RPF 
of Southwest does not conduct programs 
but instead aims to enhance, support, and 
supplement efforts in its three core areas 
— community development, education, 
and charitable. President Farlee noted that 
the largest percentage of the organizations 
funds has benefited educational grants 
(58%), followed by community devel¬ 
opment activities (26%) and charitable 
activities (16%). 

Awards for 2007 included EmmaUS 
Learning Center ($500) to help support 
the annual summer enrichment program 
for SW students; Living Classrooms Foun¬ 


dation of the National Capital Region 
($1000) to help support a project for SW 
elementary school students on educating 
them about watersheds and their effects 
on the environment; Childrens Environ¬ 
mental Health Network ($1000) to help 
support efforts to reduce health disparities 
among pre-school children in the District; 
SWNA Scholarship Fund ($1200) to 
help provide scholarship assistance for a 
SW resident; OurPlace DC ($1000) to 
help support SW women and their fami¬ 
lies who have been incarcerated; South 
Washington West of the River Family 
Strengthening Collaborative ($1000) to 
help support their parenting program; 
and The Southwester ($620) to help sup¬ 
port the voice of our community through 
advertising which solicits funds and grant 
applications. 

For more information on RPF of 
Southwest, please visit www.swdc.org or 
call President Farlee at (202) 554-4407. 
Tax-deductible contributions can be sent 
to River Park Friends, do Coralie Farlee, 
President, 389 O Street, SW, Washington, 
DC 20024. 

“We would appreciate contributions 
both small and large and we encourage 
contributions from Southwest and Near 
Southeast DC businesses to support our 
activities”, said President Farlee. 


Four of the 
twelve stu¬ 
dents who 
received SW 
Scholar¬ 
ship grants 
are shown 
before they 
were warm¬ 
ly welcomed 
at Friday 
Night Jazz 
in SW 
at West¬ 
minster. 
Church. 


Twelve College Grants For SW Students 

Twelve college tudents liv¬ 
ing in Near SW applied to 
SWNAs S.W. Scholarship fund 
last spring and have received 
grants for the 2007-08 school 
year, between $500 and $1500. 

The students and their colleges 
are as follows, in no particular 
order: 

Makai Kellogg at Trinity 
College; Tiffany Robinson at 
Georgetown U; Sydney Hen- 
riques-Payne at U of Pittsburg; 

Natania Moscoe at Virginia 
State U; Allen Dobbins at Vir¬ 
ginia Union U.; Natasha Rodri¬ 
gues at U of MD at College 
Park (grant from River Park 
Friends); Diamond Kirkland at Temple U; Lee at UDC; and McKindra Leftsinger 
Ebone Smalls at Virginia State U; Shakira at Virginia State University (grant from 
Thomas at Howard U; Jamal Hansberry Westminster Presbyterian Church). 



Three of the twelve students who received SW Scholarship 
grants are shown before they were warmly welcomed at Fri¬ 
day Night Jazz in SW at Westminster. Church. 


at Morehouse U; Hloniphile Mkoko- 



Southwest Business, Execware, Inc., Has New Patents 


(Excepts from a release) 

Execware, Inc., a small home business of Robert Listou 
of SW, has announced the online release of Reason, a 
new type of PC software “that supports human reasoning 
with innovative functionality based on exclusive use of 
the firms several software patents.” 

The concept is that “only by examining every permu¬ 
tation of a data table can a person be sure of detecting 


all meaningful relationships, good or bad, between the 
tables data elements. Automated sorting makes that 
practical.” 

Reason is distributed at http://www.execware.com. 
Also available there is a slide presentation and free yet 
fully functional Reason, with sample data and a tutorial, 
but limited to handling a dataset of 25 items. 

Execware was founded by Listou, a retired USAF 


pilot. He relates his concepts to “the dynamic interactive 
relationship between a pilot’s mind, the aircraft controls, 
and the data on the instrument panel.” 

For information contact: 

Robert Listou Execware, Inc. 

Telephone: 202-484-4883 

Email: reason@execware.com 


Coast Trail to Anacostia River-walk 


Progress is being made to connect the 
20 mile long Anacostia Riverwalk to the 
3,000 mile “traffic-free path linking East 
Coast cities from Maine to Florida,” 
known as the East Coast Greenway. 

The Garfield Park - Canal Park Con¬ 
nector Project of the DC Dept, of Trans¬ 
portation in Near SE DC will receive 
public comments in March and April 
2008. That project focuses on the streets 
and sidewalks leading from Garfield Park 
on under the SE/SW Freeway to the pro¬ 
posed Canal Park on Second St. SE In the 
meantime the project advisory committee 
of more than a dozen organizations and 
agencies will meet to decide on plans for 
next steps. 

Progress so far is detailed on a project 


website www.tooledesign.com — click on 
“Garfield Park Canal Park Connector 
Project.” That website also includes the 
names of the members of the advisory 
committee to whom you can address 
comments.. 

A public meeting in October dis¬ 
cussed ideas for the layout and activities 
under the freeway, ways to avoid conflict 
between bicyclists, hikers, recreational 
uses, and automobiles. Extensive reports 
are included on the website. 

Layout of trails can be found on the 
DC Dept, of Transportation entry on the 
web by Google-ing Anacostia Riverwalk 
Trail and on www.greenway.org, the East 
Coast Greenway website. 


Safeway Continues Charity Giving 


Craig Muckle, public affairs manag¬ 
er for area Safeway stores, has reported 
the company continues to give gener¬ 
ously to local, area and national causes. 
A few examples: 

“Safeway continued its annual in¬ 
store fundraising campaigns to fight 
prostate and breast cancer with record- 
breaking results, raising more than 
$2.2 million (combined) through its 
178 mid-Atlantic stores.” 

“Its Club Card for Education Pro¬ 
gram powered by eScrip provided more 
than $2.3 million to public and pri¬ 
vate schools and educational facilities 
through the mid-Atlantic region.” 

“In addition to the high-profile 


events, Safeway responds favorably to 
the hundreds of requests it receives 
from churches, PTAs and other com¬ 
munity- and neighborhood-oriented 
groups.” 

“The success of our business is a 
result of the many customers who 
patronize our stores on a regular 
basis throughout the year,” said Steve 
Neibergall, Safeway’s Eastern Division 
President. “As a result, we wholeheart¬ 
edly believe we can demonstrate our 
appreciation by being as generous as 
possible in our contributions to the 
wide assortment of community activi¬ 
ties that are held in the neighborhoods 
we serve.” 
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Fireworks Prelude 
on SW Waterfront 



Town Center Plaza North Renting in May 


By Whitney Gravel 

The north building at Town Center 
Plaza Apartments is being renovated and 
in May will begin leasing affordable apart¬ 
ments. 

The new name of the 8-story building 
at 1001 3rd St SW (corner of 3rd and K) 


will be 1001 @ WATERFRONT (visit 
www.1001@Waterfiront.com or call 202- 
554-7820). 

The south building (1101 3 rd St. SW) 
will remain vacant and is expected to 
become a tenant-sponsored condomin¬ 
ium. 


Ann’s Beauty 
Supply Shop 

Has moved to 125 L St. SE, 
a block from the Navy Yard 
Metro New Jersey Ave. stop, 
behind the church. 

202 - 554-5588 
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DISEASES OF THE SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS 




■ 


SKIN CANCER SCREENING 




CHEMICAL PEELING & MICRODERMABRASION 
LASER TREATMENTS 

• Hair Removal • Hair Restoration 

• Leg Veins • Spider Veins 

• Skin Rejuvenation • Hyperpigmentation 

' ■ ‘ 


650 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., S.E. 
SUITE 420 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003 


TELEPHONE: (202) 547-9090 FAX: (202) 547-9092 


List your home with a 
Professional! 

Iris Ralston 

Your S.W. neighborhood realtor, 
a resident of S.W. for over 20 yrs. 

202-488-7132 
Specializing in condos, coops, and 
townhouses, rentals and property 
management. 

INS Ralston, licensed in DC, MD and VA 

202 - 488-7132 

Long & Foster 




Keep Your Teeth Healthy for Life 

New Patient Offer 


• A Complete Exam, 
including necessary X-Rays 

• A Personal Consultation 

• A Professional Cleaning* 

*Unless gum disease is present 



Call now for an appointment 

(202) 554-4000 


Khoi Q. Tran, D.M.D. 


700 7th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20024 


In our office we believe the most impor¬ 
tant thing we can help our patients do 
is to keep their teeth and gums healthy 
for a lifetime. Let us provide you with 
gentle care in a friendly, professional 
environment. Please take advantage 
of our special welcome offer. 
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Ballpark News 


By Carolyn Warrick 

Kudos to our men in Blue, the District of Columbia 
Metropolitan Police Department displayed their supe¬ 
rior skills in crowd control on Saturday, for the opening 
game of the Nationals Baseball Park. The game patrons 
were season ticket holders and they arrived with exuber¬ 
ance indicative of baseball fans, dressed in bright game 
colors. 

With a changing neighborhood such as ours, there 
was a mixture of people in the surrounding area. The 
men in blue were at their best insuring the safety of 
everyone, fans and residents alike. The patrons were 
eagerly approaching the stadium as residential on-lookers 
stood by to observer the new energy that the stadium 
brings to this area. There were check points strategically 
placed on every corner and the patrons moved swiftly to 
their destination. 

Squad Cars controlled the traffic flow on South 
Capital Street minimizing any traffic jams along the 


Opening Day Blues 



Game Day Police Check Points. Photo by Carolyn Warrick 


entrances, while helicopters hovered above the M Street 
Corridor amplifying the superior crowd control tactics of 
our Police Department. The officers politely approached 
anyone who looked vagrant to move on to their destina¬ 
tion while directing the increased number of approach¬ 
ing Nationals patrons. 

The entire area was patrolled; every corner had police 
check points, including the 7-11. The check points were 
the waterfront area in Southwest to the bridges of Elev¬ 
enth Street, S.E. from the Comfort Inn to the Navy Yard, 
along 4 th Street, S.W. (the Fort McNair area) to HUD (7 th 
Street, S.W.) and connecting to Main Street all the way 
to the Smithsonian. 

The neighborhood has been in anticipation of the 
opening of the stadium for the past year; it has changed 
from a total residential environment to a semi commer¬ 
cial one. The SWNA has had many concerns regarding 
the building of the National Stadium and the new energy 
that it brings to us. The opening day is just a sample of 
whats in store. 


Nationals Stadium 2008 Visitor Parking Permits - DDOT, MPD, DMV 


Besides the DC Dept, of Transpor¬ 
tation (DDOT) mailing to Near SE & 
Near SW residences of one-per-household 
Nationals Stadium 2008 visitor parking 
permits, Metropolitan Police (MPD) 
through their police stations can give 
out one or more “special occasion” visitor 
permits for up to 15 days. Required is a 


personal visit by the resident to one of 
two police stations in Ward 6 to fill in an 
application listing the license plate of the 
visitors’ vehicles. Another visit is required 
to renew the permit. The two stations for 
residential parking streets marked “Dis¬ 
trict 6”are at 415 - 4 th St. SW and 500 
E St. SE. 


Information on the web is at mpdc. 
dc.gov, click on Traffic Safety and click on 
Parking Permits- Visitors. 

Meanwhile the DC Dept, of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) at its service centers 
issues special 60 day visitor parking per¬ 
mits for “health care providers” and 15 
day permits for commercial vehicles doing 


“home renovations or repairs.” Original 
documents required from the visiting 
vehicle and the resident are listed on the 
DMV website dmv.dc.gov. Under Online 
Services, click Parking Permits/ Reciproc¬ 
ity, then click Health Care Permits or 
Contractual Employee Temporary Park¬ 
ing Permit. 


Nationals Charity Grants 

Donations will be accepted by the public (as well as being made by the team) to 
the Nationals Dream Foundation. Donate $250 or more and get your name on one of 
dozens of baseballs on three large walls at Nationals Park. 

Initial grants by the foundation have gone to the Hopkins Branch of the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Washington, 1000 12th St. SE for a teen director, to the Earth Con¬ 
servation Corps with offices on the Anacostia River in Near SW and Near SE, to the 
Children’s National Medical Center for children with diabetes, and to DC for a Youth 
Baseball Academy. 

Residents Only on One Side; 
Visitors 2 Hr. On the Other 

All residential streets in Near SW & SE in Ward 6 are now being marked with 
red signs on one side of the street for parking ONLY by Ward 6 residents with 
Zone 6 stickers in their windshields and the other side with green signs permit¬ 
ting 2 hour free parking by anyone. With the big 6 sticker in your window you 
can park on either side as long as you like. 



Green sign — 2 hour parking Red sign - no parking by any vehicle that 

doesn’t have a 6 sticker. 


Apply for Jobs in DOES Van at First, N SW 

Trained staff to help you look 
for a job is in the van in front of 
the King-Greenleaf Rec Center, 

First & N St. SW every Wed. from 
10 am to 2 pm. 

Equipped with computers to 
search for job openings, this One- 
Stop Center of the DC Dept, of 
Employment Services (DOES) is 
there to help YOU. 

Computers for job searching are in the 
van at First & N SW every Wed. from 
10 am to 2 pm. Knock on the door and 
walk in. 




I 
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At the DC 
Marathon 
Southwest 
Neighbor¬ 
hood Assem¬ 
bly volun¬ 
teers cheered 
runners on. 


Marathoners Cheered by SW Residents 

Dozens of D.C. Marathon runners on Sat. morning Mar. 29 were encouraged by a 
cheering squad of SW residents along the route. 

Standing near So. Capitol St. SW and P St. SW, the group (organized by SWNA 
vice-president Carolyn Mitchell) directed the runners to a right turn toward the So. 
Capitol St. Bridge. 
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Buses for Bowen Students 

By Carole Early 

Charles Mien of Council Mem- 
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By Thelma D. Jones 
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Computer Class 
Graduation 
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A standing room only crowd at 
the Syphax Community Center wit¬ 
nessed the recent graduation cer¬ 
emony of 12 proud students, ages 
5-11, from the Computer-for-Kids 
Training Program. Hosted by the 
SWNA Youth Activities Task Force 
(YATF) in partnership with the 
King-Greenleaf Recreation Center 
and First Time Computers, the cer¬ 
emony culminated the eight-week 
computer program at King-Greenleaf 
Recreation Center, the goal of which 
was to help reduce the digital divide 
in Southwest (zip code 20024) and 
Near Southeast (zip 20003). Each 
graduating student has been awarded 
a refurbished computer with the 
understanding the student will com¬ 
mit to sharing the knowledge with 
other household members. 

Jamal O. Jones, a YATF protegee and 
son of Southwest civic leader Thelma 


Instructor Craig Ferguson and his class 


The banner of The Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly .; co-sponsors of the computer program ., was 
on display next to the three volunteer instructors, 
LaShawn Williamss, left, Gerald Brown and Craig 
Ferguson. 

Jones, served as the master of ceremonies. 
Dr. Beryl C. Rice, Co-Chair of YATF, 
welcomed the audience and highlighted 
some of YATFs accomplishments since 
it inception in 1982. Guest 
Speaker Retired Col. Will 
A. Gunn, United States Air 
Force, and former President & 
CEO, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Greater Washington, delivered 
an inspiring speech using the 
word DRIVE — Determined, 
Ready, Individual, Virtue, and 
Excel — and skillfully engaged 
the graduates and the other 
kids in the audience. 

Standing in front of the 
SWNA banner, Instructors 
Gerald Brown, LaShawn R. 
Williams and Craig Ferguson 


presented the gold-seal cer¬ 
tificates to the neatly dressed 
graduates who each wore 
red carnations. Students 
were also given a goody 
bag full of loot! Graduates 
included: Ronyae Bellamy*, 

Jeffery Crawford*, Paris 
Holman, Makhi Lawson*, 

Malik Lawson*, Dwayne 
Ruffin, Jr.*, Quanis T. Free¬ 
man*, B 5 Jon Fenwick*, 

Henry Moton, V*, Sharmia 
Howard, Anaya Robinson, 
and Aigne Sanders. The 
asterisks indicated that the 
students had perfect atten¬ 
dance. Graduate Dwayne 
Ruffin, Jr. was recognized as a junior 
leader for consistently demonstrat¬ 
ing leadership skills throughout the 
program. He will earn community 
service hours for volunteering with 
future computer classes and field 
trips. 

Special thanks to the Southwest 
Catering Company who provided 
the refreshments for the reception. 
Also, thanks to Safeway, Washing¬ 
ton Cable, ANC Commissioners 5 
Rhonda Hamilton and Ron McBee, 
Christine Spencer, James Creek 
Resident Councils, Henry Moton, 

IV, King-Greenleaf Recreation, and 
River Park Mutual Homes for their 
overall efforts and support in ensur¬ 
ing the success of the eight-week 
computer program. Ruby Cleve¬ 
land, grandparent of Graduate 
Paris Holman, summed up the 
graduation with a big smile: “I 


IV’ 


LaShawn Williams poses with her computer class. 


started not to come, but now Em really 
glad that I did. YATF is doing some 
wonderful things with the kids. 55 


D.C. Rec Busy at Amidon 

, F ames and other activities kept 
children busy during Spring Break 
at Amidon.... 




JAl 


Future Police Move To Bowen 


By Carole Early 

I asked Commander David Kamperin of the 
1 st District.MPD about the police move to Bowen 
School and here are his answers: 

Q. 1) Will the Police Boys & Girls Club No. 4 
remain on the premises? If not, why not? 

A. by CDR Kamperin: “This is a decision that 
is still being discussed. Although we assist the Boys 
and Girls Club, the clubs are an independent entity 
(the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Washington). 
There are advantages and disadvantages to the club 
remaining on the premises. Considering the school 
is scheduled to house not only a 24hr / 7 day police 
patrol facility but our Violent Crime Branch and 


Patrol Support Division, there are security, access, 
parking and other issues that must be considered. 
We are looking at several options at this time 55 . 

Q. 2) What kind of time schedule is expected 
before MPD moves in? Will renovations be exten¬ 
sive? What state of the art technologies will be 
implemented at the new location? 

A. by Cdr Kamperin. “According to a recent 
meeting I had with personnel from our facilities, 
property management and the architect, the move- 
in-time is anticipated to be between November 
2008 - Spring 2009. The renovations are extensive 
as the site must be suitable for a major patrol district 
and its functions (to include station area, cell block 
holding facility, locker rooms, squad / roll call room, 


etc). Regarding technologies, there are discussions 
with our IT department to enhance the interview 
and processing rooms, install “temperature boards 55 
that would broadcast international, national and 
local information on a continuous basis to secure 
locations in the facility, and other upgrades that are 
being proposed” 

Q. 3) Who first proposed the idea of MPD mov¬ 
ing into Bowen? 

A. by Cdr Kamperin “I don’t know when the 
discussion to move ID to Bowen began. When the 
decision was made to construct the new crime lab at 
the 1D location it is likely that the search for a new 
location began 55 . 
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Cherry Trees Planted at Amidon Elementary School 



Above , Kindergarten students display artwork they had prepared 
for the cherry tree celebration. Below, visiting Japanese high school 
students helped with the planting 





As shown in these 
photos, three cherry trees 
were planted by celebri¬ 
ties, high school students 
visiting from Japan and 
students at Amidon Ele¬ 
mentary School at 4 th and 
I (Eye) St. SW during the 
National Cherry Blossom 
Festival. 

Trees were 7-10 feet 
tall when planted, and 
their maximum potential 
will be 25-30 feet tall, 


Naomi Mitchell of Council Member 
Tommy Wells office helped with the dig¬ 
ging ceremony. 


with a maximum branch spread 
of 25 feet. 

Care of the trees, which SW 
neighbors and staff members 
at Amidon have agreed to, 
include watering each with 20 
gallons of water each week from 
mid-April to early Oct. (Out¬ 
side water taps at the school are 
within 100 feet). In addition 
new layers of mulch must be 
placed around each tree each 
spring and fall. Neighbors 
agreeing to assist the students 
and teachers in caring 
for the trees for years 
to come include Perry 
Klein, Board Mem¬ 
ber of the Southwest 
Neighborhood Assem¬ 
bly, Dr. Clarence 
Brown, nearby resident 
who is also president 
of the Amidon PTA, 
and Gloria Pate, Ami¬ 
don parent. 

Under the Neigh¬ 
borhood Tree Planting Program, 
presented by The Home Depot, 
cherry blossom trees are planted 
in all eight wards of the city. 
This program gives neighbors the 


After the tree planting children enjoyed a spread of Sushi 
contributed by Philips Flagship Restaurant and chopsticks, 
fortune cookies and green tea from Jennys Asian Fusion. 


resources, training, and counsel they need 
for successful tree adoption. 

At last years festival, Perry Klein helped 
arrange a similar planting of cherry trees 
at Jefferson Middle School on 7 th and H 
St. SW 


D.C. Tells SWNA Of 
Lansburg Park Needs 


(from notes by Meg Brinckman, 
SWNA Secretary) 

Amy Tarce, National Capital Plan¬ 
ning Commission, and Jesse Rounds, 
D.C. Department of Parks and Recre¬ 
ation, CapitalSpace Partners presented 
the DRAFT plan for Lansburg Park 
Model Project. Lansburg Park has 
been under Federal jurisdiction, but 
has now been transferred to the D.C. 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 
The CapitalSpace Partners include the 
National Park Service, Department of 
Energy, The D.C. Office of Planning, 
National Capital Planning Commis¬ 
sion and DC Department of Parks 
and Recreation. The rapid growth in 
all areas of the city points up the need 
to preserve and improve parks in DC. 

A meeting with SW community 
leaders on January 29, 2008, gave 
input to the uses that could be made 
of the Lansburg space. The planners 
are open to ideas form the community. 
Reference was made to an older plan 
to utilize Bowen School as a Com¬ 
munity Center and the pledge by the 
Department of Motor Vehicles when 
they located adjacent to the park. 
There was also a promise made by 
the Corcoran during their negotiation 
with the ANC for involvement in the 


upgrading of Lansburg Park. It was 
pointed out that the Bowen property 
would be used for the First District 
Police Headquarters. 

Several members of the audience 
remarked on the need for water and 
electricity to be restored to the park. 
Uses in the interim, while a full reno¬ 
vation is being planned, are stymied by 
the lack of both water and power. Use 
of the area for a Community Garden 
as well for summer arts festivals by 
community groups were mentioned. 

Jesse Rounds replied that there are 
problems with locating records of the 
water and electrical installations that 
were done when the National Park 
Service owned the park. In reference 
to the establishment of a “Dog Park,” 
Rounds said that Parks and Recreation 
does not initiate plans for “Dog Parks”, 
but that sufficient community interest 
can result in the inclusion of one. 

The community can make input 
to the process by contacting Melissa 
McKnight, Head of the CapitolSpace 
Partners at D.C. Parks and Recre¬ 
ation. 

CapitolSpace will hold a pub¬ 
lic meeting at Martin Luther King 
Library, 901 G Street, NW, May 20, 
2008, 5:30 PM. All are encouraged 
to attend. 


Walter Brooks Honored 


By Thelma A. Jones 

Walter Brooks may hold 
the distinction of being 
the first Honorary Vestry 
Member at St. Augustine’s 
Episcopal Church. During 
St. As recent annual meet¬ 
ing, Brooks was recognized 
with a lovely plaque and a 
letter of gratitude. Rev. 

Martha Clark, Priest-in- 
Charge said: “It is a privi¬ 
lege to inform you that the 
Vestry of St. Augustine’s 
has voted, unanimously, 
to confer upon you the title of Honor¬ 
ary Vestry Member. To our knowledge, 
you are the first recipient of this title in 
the 42-year history of St. As.” Surprised 
by the recognition, Brooks thanked the 
church and flashed his classic, yet com¬ 
posed smile. 

Brooks was recognized for his nearly 40 
years of faithful commitment and dedi¬ 
cated service to St. A’s and the Southwest 
community, where he skillfully combines 
his passion, spirit of volunteerism, and 
professional and personal life to make a 
remarkable difference. At St. A’s, Brooks 
has served on the vestry, performed over¬ 
all maintenance service, provided trans¬ 
portation and assembling of food for 
the homeless feeding program, helped to 
prepare breakfast for the Sunday feeding 
ministry, and served as a photographer. 
In addition, Brooks was delegate to both 
the Diocese Convention and the Regional 
Committee and is currently serving on 


the Altar Guild. 

In the community, he 
served as chairperson of 
the Southwest Neighbor¬ 
hood Assembly’s Youth 
Activities Task Force 
(SWNA-YATF), which 
began at St. A’s in 1982, 
served on the communi¬ 
ty’s Recreation Committee 
and volunteered at Randall 
Recreation Center where 
he eventually worked for 
a number of years. Brooks 
is a Howard University 
graduate with a BA in Health and Physi¬ 
cal Education and a Masters from New 
York University in Human Relations Edu¬ 
cation. His passion for youth is reflected 
in both his civic involvement as well as 
his professional life where he worked 
with the DC Recreation Department and 
taught physical education in DCPS before 
becoming a school administrator. 

Brooks was married to the late Char¬ 
lotte K. Brooks, former YATF Chairper¬ 
son and SWNA Board Member for more 
than 55 years. Together, they shared a 
passion for the community and youth and 
lived in Southwest’s Tiber Island for more 
than 50 years. Brooks now lives in Silver 
Spring, MD with spouse Dr. Verna Cook, 
President, Black Women in Sisterhood 
(BISA), an educational and charitable 
organization. Both can still be seen regu¬ 
larly at St. A’s, especially on many Satur¬ 
days when Brooks comes down to prepare 
the altar for Sunday’s service. 
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Congressional Hearing 
on Flood Maps 


Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Nor¬ 
ton, as chair of a House subcommittee, 
recently held a hearing on the practical 
impact of FEMA changing the flood 
maps that require flood insurance to be 
bought and local levees to be built three 
feet above the flood level. 

In announcing the hearings, Congress- 
woman Norton stated that questions have 
arisen “from whether new requirements 


to mitigate against floods that have only 
a one-percent chance of occurring are 
overkill, to who will bear the costs... 
and how to alleviate these hazards in the 
future”. “Speculation about home insur¬ 
ance increases is widespread,” she stated. 
“Some homeowners and businesses in 
Southwest Washington are in the new 
flood plain, but the chief insurance impact 
likely will be on new construction...” 


FEMA’s Flood Maps for SW 




The new flood maps 
proposed by the Feder¬ 
al Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency for DC 
show potential flood¬ 
ing reaching from P St. 

SW up to G St. SW 
and on up to the Mall. 

The darker grey areas 
are Zone A, described 
by FEMA as “High 
Risk Areas” where 
“mandatory flood 
insurance purchase 
requirements apply.” 

They are “areas with 
a one percent annual 
chance of flooding and 
a 26 percent chance 
of flooding over the 
life of a 30-year mort¬ 
gage.” In Zones B and 
X FEMA says “Flood 
insurance is available 
to all property own¬ 
ers and renters in these 
zones.” 

Printed here are 
enlarged portions of 
the flood maps from 
the DC Dept, of Envi¬ 
ronment website ddoe. 
dc.gov. Under Infor¬ 
mation click on the 
pink Public Notices. 

Then click on the pink 
FEMAs Proposed Flood Maps For DC. 
To bring up the two sections of maps 
affecting SW, on the left hand list click 
on 19C to see the part that goes up to 
G St. SW (and beyond to the Mall (not 


shown here). To see the part down to R 
St. and beyond to the Anacostia River, 
click on 57C. 

The levees that are considered insuf¬ 
ficient are shown as hatched lines at the 
corner of P St. & 2 nd St. SW. 


Arena Stage - 4 plays at Lincoln Theatre 


Arena Stage has announced its 2008-09 
season of 10 plays or musicals, including 
four to be staged at historic Lincoln The¬ 
atre on U St. NW. Here is the description 
of Lincoln Theatre on Arena Stage’s web¬ 
site www.arenastage.org: Located in the 
heart of the recently revitalized U Street 
Corridor, The Lincoln Theatre is arguably 
the most beautiful historic theater in the 
metropolitan area. Opened in 1922 as a 
first-run movie and vaudeville house, the 
Lincoln was the anchor of Washingtons 
historic Black Broadway, featuring art¬ 
ists such as Duke Ellington, Louis Arm¬ 


strong, Ella Fitzgerald, and Billie Holiday. 
Elegantly restored to its original grandeur, 
the historic landmark echoes the spirit 
and life that pervaded the U Street Cor¬ 
ridor in the first half of the 20th century. 
The 1920 s jewel is the perfect marriage of 
old-world elegance and current-day com¬ 
forts. With a metro station right across U 
Street, street and valet parking available 
for purchase, and some of the Districts 
best eateries just steps away, Arena Stage 
at The Lincoln Theatre is the perfect 
complement to our intimate performance 
space in Crystal City. 


$2.5 Million for 
DC Flood Protection 


(Release by DC) 

Mayor Adrian Fenty has pledged 
$2.5 million to reconstruct flood levies 
at 17 th St. NW and elsewhere in the 
district. “In the next 30 days, District 
and federal agencies including the Fed¬ 
eral Emergency Management Agency, 
the National Capital Planning Com¬ 
mission, the Army Corps of Engineers 
and the National Park Service will have 
in place a strategy to complete needed 
improvements of the 17th Street levee,” 
Fenty announced. 

The District will allocate $2.5 mil¬ 
lion in funds for the required design 
and construction of improvements to 
the levee system, in a process expected 
to last 15 months. 

In a recent letter to the District, 
FEMA said it would delay implemen¬ 
tation of a Flood Insurance Rate Map, 
which would have required many pri¬ 
vate property owners to purchase man¬ 
datory flood insurance. FEMA also 
suspended the requirement that the 
District implement interim building 
codes of the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

“This is very good news,” said Har¬ 
riet Tregoning, Director of the Office 
of Planning. “We were very concerned 
that new floodplain boundaries in the 
District of Columbia — which would 
only be temporary while levee upgrades 
are being made — would have resulted 
in permanent and unrecoverable costs 
to federal agencies and private property 
owners and caused a loss of the type of 
street-level development that is part of 


the unique urban character of Central 
Washington.” 

The levee system consists of tem¬ 
porary and permanent barriers at four 
locations — three on or near the Mall, 
and one near Fort McNair, accord¬ 
ing to the Washington Post. [The 
Ft. McNair levee is at P St. S.W. and 
Second St. SW. DC Dept, of Environ¬ 
ment states that the Ft. McNair levee is 
not adequate because sandbag closures 
would have to be constructed in the 
opening at 2 nd & P which would take 
24 hours]. 

The Post story on Jan. 24, 2008 
stated, “If the maps become official, 
residences in the zone with federally 
backed mortgages or with mortgages 
from federally backed banks would be 
required to have federal flood insur¬ 
ance, said Butch Kinerney, a spokes¬ 
man for the FEMA directorate that 
administers the National Flood Insur¬ 
ance Program . 

“The annual cost of such insurance 
is about $600, he said. 

“Residences that are owned outright 
would not be required to have the 
insurance, he said, nor would commer¬ 
cial or government properties. 

“New buildings in the zone, howev¬ 
er, would be required to be constructed 
above certain base flood levels, which 
vary throughout the area”. 

For a building being constructed in 
the flood zone at 401 M St. SE in the 
Yards, ANC6D was told that seven feet 
of fill was added to the site and DC 
approved the plan. 


Community Not Stiffed: DDOT 

Witnesses for the D.C. Dept, of Transportation denied ANC6D claims that D.C. 
had not consulted the SW community in preparing the Ballpark Parking Plan. 

After ANC 6D Chairman Roger Moffatt had testified before the D.C. Zoning 
Commission that the community had been given little chance for input into the new 
parking and traffic rules, the commission called DDOT and the Sport Commission in 
to a special hearing to reply. 



Instructions for 
Multi-Space Meters 

A two-sided flier explaining the new 
tall parking meters (like shown here) can 
be downloaded from the DC Dept, of 
Transportation website www.ddot.dc.gov. 

Under “Information” click red letters 
saying “Parking”. That opens you to red 
letter “Ballpark & Columbia Heights Get 
New rules.” Click on that and get (in 
red) “Ballpark Pilot.” Clicking on that 
gets you (in red) “Brochure about using 
multi-space meters.” Click on that that 
for the brochure. 

In the brochure look for the center 
column saying “Ballpark Parking Regula¬ 
tions.” 
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Volvo, BMW, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, Mitsubishi, 


Mazda, Subaru, Isuzu and ail other makes and models 

ONI STOP FOR All AOTO REPAIRS 


Great Dealer Alternative 
Ford Factory Trained Technicians 
Specializing in Ford, Lincoln, Mercury 
We also repair GA1, Chrysler, Dodge, Cadillac, 


msm, 

45 g Street S.W, Washington D.C. 20024 
Corner of Half &Q Si, S.W. 

Few Blucks from l).C. Inspection 
Station at half Street S.W. 


FACTORY SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE 

* ENGINE FLUSH, TRASS FLUSH 
* Cooling System Service 

• Power Steering System Service 

* Complete Fuel System Service 


EXPERT IN OBD & EMISSION RELATED REPAIRS 
FOR DC # VA AND MD STATE INSPECTION 

Autobady Repairs & Painting 
Frame Work 

Transmission Rebuilt & Service 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

For more Information contact Sanjay 

(202-484-1200 ° r visit 

www.usamotorsinc.com 



* Computerized DIAG + Electrical Repairs 
PATS Keys programing, PCM Programing 
ABS Module Programing for Ford <£ GM 

* E\GL\h Repairs / timing Belt 

* Tune ups • Brakes * 'New Tires * Batteries 

* Alignment Starting At $39,99 

* Air Suspension /Struts 

* Exhaust / Muffler 

* A/C & Heating System Service 

* Seat covers. Floor mats' * Lettering, Signs 
Authorized Dealer to SELL, INSTALL and 
CALIBRATE Taximeters for VA, MD CABS 



loin us for a beautiful view of 


Come see us at 1000 Water St. S.W 
' "On the Waterfront!" 


taip between Phillips & the Fish Wharf) 

ppy Hour 4 - 7 on the new patio 


1000 Water Street S.W. 
Washington D.C. 20024 
202-554-2202 
www.jennysdc.com 


Patrons put Jenny’s on 
WUSA-TV9’s A-List, voting 
for their favorites. 


DCS BEST CITY GUIDE 


Jenny’s is 
Smoke Free 


Check for Jenny’s 
New Monthly 
Specials 


Hours: 

Mon - Thursll-10 
Fit, Sat. 11-11 
Sun./Holidays 12-10 

Offices and groups: 
call or email us at 
information @ 
jennysdc.com for 
more info on our 
scheduled delivery 
Service Menu 
online at 

www.jennysdc.com 
New Desserts 

Gifford’s Ice Cream • Six Flavors, 
including Mango, Chocolate, etc. 







































